WHY RESTORE
Lower Riley Creek?

Riley Creek is unhealthy due to high levels of sediment in the water. There is active erosion RESTORATION
occurring along the creek because of increased stormwater discharge. If nothing is done,
the creek will continue to erode the streambanks and surrounding slopes, picking up more
sediment. The Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek Watershed District with the City of Eden Prairie
and the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District are working together to stabilize and
enhance the creek. You can help by implementing water friendly practices that decrease
stormwater runoff. Together, we can make a difference in the health of Riley Creek.

By restoring the creek ‘

this project will stabilize the streambanks of Lower Riley Creek which will
reduce erosion, improve water quality and improve habitat in and along
the creek. The project will also reconnect the creek to its floodplain. By
establishing a stable stream corridor, the project will address sediment
pollution problems in the creek.
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What Does Restoration Look Like?
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widening channel

the channel will continue to incise, destabilizing the banks which can cause
slope failures. These failures will widen the channel, threatening physical and

natural infrastructure likes houses and trees respectively. Sediment will R|LEM
continue to pollute the water and degrade habitat all around. PURGATORY
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